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COMPULSORY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
* Basic Law of the National Education:

eligious

In the Greek educational system, although

The Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human
students of non-Christian Orthodox faith

“In Turkish national education secularism is a fundamental Rights Education: :

principle. Instruction in religious culture and ethics is among have the right to Op_t'OUt’ the .C(.)mpulsor.y
the compulsory subjects taught in primary and middle understanding of the differences character of the subject of Religious Ed. is
school and lycées [high schools] and equivalent schools” between faith and ethnic groups, supported by such establishment which

« Starting from 4t grade, religious courses are
taught each year until the end of high school. 2
hours per week in primary and middle schools, 1
hour per week In high schools.

* Citizenship Education is just 1hour per week for
just 8t graders.

* The Government Party Program places a strong

emphasis that compulsory religion courses will

continue to be taught without any change .

COURT JUDGMENTS

Courts at local and national levels decreed that
religious courses include religious facts, and they are
teaching of world religious cultures.
* |n 2008, the Judgment of European Court of Human
Rights: religious courses are a VIOLATION of Article 2
of Protocol No. 1.
=> courts in Turkey began decreeing in favor of victims.
Vs. The Education Ministry did not take any step to
resolve this issue.

stands “at odds with principles of relational
neutrality, fairness in all versions, and

priority for democracy” (Bader, 2003: 269).
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European Convention on Human Rights

in conformity with their own religious
and philosophical convictions

RATIONALE

= “Religious education is one of the key
PRESENT CURRICULUM (8™ Grade) indicators state attitudes towards religion
* Sunni-creed of Islam (Majority’s faith) dominates secularization experience of each state” major

the whole curricula of religious education. asset in evaluating the Charter’s implementation
» Titles of units: 1-Kada and Kadar (Divine Will and

Decree), 2- Zakat, Hajj and Sacrifice Prayers, 3-
Exemplary Behaviors from the Life of Prophet Disregarding the policy framework,

the continuous issuing of circulars
demonstrates the inefficiency of the state
to take action against discrimination of
students who do not endorse the Orthndox
faith or religiosity for that matter:
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* Three suggestions to resolve the issue made in
the report: RE should not be offered in state
schools (foundations, NGOs should provide it),

RE should be elective, RE content should equally

include teachings of Alevi's faith.

No teacher education program includes a module 19/09/2013
or a single course addressing religious diversity.

Statement of the Minister of National Education
and Relig. Affairs, Stylianidis, conference on the
Rights of the Child (press release 22/11/2008):

‘Religious Education class remains compulsory
for everyone. Those of different religion or
creed shall have the right of conscience to be
excluded, without declaring their faith and so
protect personal data. Therefore, the exemption
applies to non-Orthodox”.

CONCLUSIONS/IMPLICATIONS

Notes:
* Only Christian and Jewish students were given the
right to opt out from CRE in 1990 (Privacy issue).
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